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Two days after the discovery
of a child’s body in a culvert

in Richardson, Texas, the police
on Tuesday confirmed that it
was indeed of the missing three-
year-old Indian-American
Sherin Mathews, who had been
adopted by her NRI foster par-
ents from an orphanage in
Bihar two years ago.

Even before completion of
the identification process, the
police on Monday arrested
Sheryn’s adoptive father, Wesley
Mathews, and charged with
causing “Injury to a Child”, a
first-degree felony punishable
by life or from five to 99 years
in prison. The arrest came
about after the 37-year-old
Mathews admitted to police
that he “dumped” the toddler’s
body near his home after she
choked on her milk while he
“physically assisted” her.

Mathews, who was origi-
nally arrested on October 7 and
let off on a bond of $2,50,000 a

day later, is now being held in the
Richardson Central Jail, with his
new bond set at $1 million.  

Richardson police officials
said on Tuesday that the Dallas
Medical Examiner’s Office used
dental records to confirm the
identity of the body that was
found in the culvert on Sunday.
Her cause of death has not been
determined yet and police have
not said whether or not they
suspect foul play, the Dallas
Morning News reported.

Mathews voluntarily went
to the police on Monday, along
with his attorney, and offered
a new account of what hap-
pened the night of October 7.

Citing an arrest warrant
affidavit, Fox News reported
that Mathews told police that he
and the girl were in the house’s
garage when she refused to
drink her milk. She allegedly
wouldn’t listen. She then began
drinking and the father stepped
in to “physically assisted” her
drinking the liquid. Sherin
began choking, coughing and
breathing slowly at some point,
according to the affidavit.

Mathews told the police
that he couldn’t feel a pulse on
his daughter and believed she
died. He then said he 
removed the toddler’s body
from the house. 

Beijing: President Xi Jinping
on Tuesday attained iconic sta-
tus enjoyed by modern China’s
founder Chairman Mao
Zedong, with his name and
ideology enshrined in the
Constitution of the ruling CPC,
as he secured a second five-
year term with sights firmly set
on an unprecedented third.

The once-in-five-years
Congress of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) on its
final day approved Xi’s ideolo-
gy to be written into its
Constitution, which is in addi-
tion to the title of “core leader”
conferred on him last year
that analysts say enhances his
leadership status above other
leaders of the party.

Till now, only the thoughts
of Mao and his successor Deng
Xiaoping were enshrined in the
Constitution of the world’s
longest ruling Communist
Party, interpreting the complex
doctrine of Marxism with
Chinese characteristics.

The thoughts of Deng,
China’s reformist leader, were
added posthumously. CPC his-
torians compare 64-year-old
Xi with party founder Mao. The
thoughts of two of Xi’s prede-
cessors, Jiang Zemin and Hu

Jintao, were mentioned in the
Constitution but not their
names. This makes Xi only the
third leader to have his thoughts
on governance enshrined,
which will now be part of
school textbooks all over China.

But Xi, who is regarded as
the most powerful leader head-
ing the party, presidency and
the military in the last five years
did not have his way in the
Congress as he had to settle for
a compromise to let his closest
aide, Wang Qishan, 69, to retire
in an apparent trade off with
other powerful factions in the
party to get his name enshrined
in the Constitution.

The name of Wang, who
headed the massive anti-cor-
ruption drive targeting “tigers
and flies” in the party in which
over a million officials punished,
was not found in the 204-
strong list of elected members
of the Central Committee, the
top most policy body of the
CPC. The “election” to the
Central Committee held in a
most secretive functioning of
the party, is essential to get into
the 25-member Politburo and
the seven-member Standing
Committee which virtually rules
the country. PTI

Hong Kong: Jailed democracy
activists Joshua Wong and
Nathan Law were released on
bail on Tuesday pending an
appeal against convictions for
their role in the 2014 Umbrella
Movement protests.

The jail sentences handed
down by the city’s Court of
Appeal in August came amid
mounting fears that Beijing is
tightening its grip on the semi-
autonomous city and that rule
of law is being compromised.

Wong, 21, who became
the face of the mass pro-
democracy protests while still
a teenager, was jailed for six
months while Law, 24, was
imprisoned for eight months.

They were granted bail at
the Court of Final Appeal until
November 7, the first appear-
ance in the appeal proceedings.

A third activist, Alex Chow,
who was jailed for seven
months alongside Law and
Wong, was not part of
Tuesday’s hearing. AFP

Washington: A fallen soldier’s
angry widow joined the stormy
dispute with President Donald
Trump over his response to her
husband’s death, declaring that
his failure to remember the sol-
dier’s name in last week’s con-
dolence call “made me cry.”

He retorted the call was
“very respectful” and her accu-
sation about her husband’s
name simply wasn’t true.
Though Trump refused to let
the new round of complaints go
unanswered, he steered clear of
the insults he exchanged last
week with a congresswoman

who had overheard the sym-
pathy call.

The President spoke in
public at two events during the
day, including his awarding of
the military Medal of Honor to
a Vietnam-era Army medic,
and made no mention of the
case of Sgt La David Johnson,
one of four soldiers killed
October 4 in a firefight with
terrorists. In addition to criti-
cising Trump, Myeshia
Johnson, the sergeant’s widow,
also complained bitterly that
she had not been able to see her
husband’s body.
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Jerusalem: Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on
Tuesday said Israel had “great
sympathy” for Kurdish aspira-
tions and that the world should
concern itself with their wellbe-
ing. Netanyahu was speaking at
a memorial ceremony for far-
right Israeli tourism minister
Rehavam Zeevi, assassinated by
Palestinians in Jerusalem in
2001. Zeevi, he said, went on a
secret mission Iraq’s auton-
omous Kurdish region in 1960s
and supervised setting up of an
Israeli army  field hospital there.

Kiev: A cyber attack hit a
Ukrainian international air-
port and three Russian media
outlets just four months after
the “NotPetya” malware spread
from two countries across the
world. Cybersecurity experts
said the computer virus also
appeared to have spread to
Turkey and Germany as the day
progressed — but that its size
appeared to be relatively small.
Ukraine’s Odessa International
Airport said on Facebook that
its “information system”
stopped functioning on
Tuesday afternoon.
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